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can eanter into agreements embodying guar-
antecs of certain speeified revennes with
electrieity supply auwthorities. The Bill pro-
vides that a guarantee may be given, It
may be legal now, but there is some doubt,
and the Bill removes that doubt. This is
the desire of eertain local authorities,

Mr. Sampson: Would this include giving
a guarantee to the Government? The Bill
refers to a “person.”

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
not permitted to discuss actual clauses of
the Bill. I am referring to the general prin-
eiples. Whatever is not provided in the
Bill is a matter for the Committee stage.

One other amendment asked for, which I
think is essential, concerns old-age pension-
ers. It is well known that people desiring to
appeal against rate assessments must first of
all pay a moiety of the rates. Old-age pen-
sioners’ rates are allowed to accumulate so
they could not qualify, and if over-rated
would not have the right to appeal. The
Bill provides that they may appeal against
an assessment, although the rates have not
been paid.

Mr. Marshall: They are exempt under the
1023 Act.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A pen-
stoner’s rates acenmulate, and on his decease
they ave piled up as a liability on the pro-
perty. It is highly essential that pensioners
shonld not be over-rated but they have not
had an opportunity to appeal against assess-
ments. The Bill places them on a footing
with other ratepayers. The measure con-
tains a few other provisions that ean be
considered in Committee. As I have said,
there is nothing of a eontroversial character,
and the provisions are very neeessary in the
interests of the road boards, They consider
them important. The acceptance of the
measure will make for the better conduet of
voad hoard affairs,

Mr. Doney: Has the association asked for
these amendments?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not all
of them. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Doney, debate ad-

journed,

House adjourned at 9.15 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the
Supply Bill (No. 1}, £2,500,000.

BILL—-METROFOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, SEWERAGE AND DRAIN-
AGE ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W. H.
Kitson—West) [4.40]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Fuesday, the 9th September.

HON, SIR HAL COLEBATCH (Metro-
pelitan) [4.40]: Although it is unusnal for
a motion of this type to be disenssed, T take
it that it is not disorderly to rise merely
for the purpose of making a suggestion to
the Minister. Would it not be possible,
in order to facilitate public business, for a
percentage of the Government’s legislative
proposals for the session to be first intro-
duced in this Chamber? OQur first procedure
after the Speech read by His Exeellency
the Lieut.-Governor is to introduce a Bill
establisking the right of this Chamber to
initiate legislation, That right, I take it, is
& fact; we would not introduce that Bill
merely as a pious expression of the exis
tence of the right. T am aware that a great
many Bills might be more properly intro-
duced in another place; but I am sure those
of us who have been members of this Cham-
ber for a considerable period will recall that
it has noet been unusual for Bills to be
introduced here that do, in their essence,
mean the appropriation of money; but the
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clauses desling with such appropriation are
printed in italics to imply that they are
exempt Irom the consideration of this House
until they have been dealt with by another
place, which rightly and properly has the
sole privilege of initiating legislation in-
volving expenditure from the public purse.
No member of this Chamber has the slight-
est wish, I am sure, to eneroach upon the
privileges of another place. Ai the same
time, I take it no member of this Chamber
would lightly forgo any of our own rights
and privileges. If a reasonable proportion
of the Government’s legislative programme
were initinted in this Chamber, the two
Houses wounld praetically sit simultaneously.
Each would deal in the initial stages with
certain legislation, and later in the session
each would be called upon to pass judgment
on those Bills with which another place had
already dealt. The alternative seems to me
to be that at some later stage we shall he
called upon in a few harried moments—
Irobably with the snspension of the Stand-
ing Orders—to deal with Bills that have
occupied quite a long time in another place.
That does not permit of the mature con-
sideration which is the obligation of =
Chamber of review. 1 merely throw out
this suggestion to the Minister, believing
that public business wonld be expedited,
and that the rights and privileges of this
Chamber would be more securely preserved,
if a reasonable proportion of the Govern-
ment’s  legislative programme could be
initiated in the Legislative Couneil.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [444]: I
question whether the suggestion made by
8ir Hal Colebatch would, if adopted, in any
way expedite the business of this Chamber.
In past years innumerable Bills have been
introdueed in this House, My recollection
is that some of them were controversial.
There was the Closer Settlement Bill, which
—in this Mr. Drew will bear me out—was
introdnced many times in this House before
finality was reached. Other instances are
the Edueation Bilt and the Native Adminis-
tiation Bill. I have yet to learn that the
fact that Bills were introduced in this
Chamber obviated the necessity for the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders at the end
of the session.

HON. E. H. H, HALL (Central)) [4.43]:
Be that as it may—as stated by Mr. Cornell

[COUNCIL.]

—if one hears a suggestion put forward by
so expericneed a member as Sir Hal Cole-
batch, to my way of thinking it is not suffi-
cient for other members merely to sit quiet.
I agree with Sir Hal that the privilege which
this House is supposed to possess is
honouved move in the breach than in the
observance. 1t may not be in the Minister's
control fo arrtange malter, in the way sug-
gested, but 1 support Sir Hal in his remarks.

Hon C. T'. Baxter: He probably will not
be a Minister next session.

Hon. £. H. H. HALL: Do not say that.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY {Hon. W. H.
Kitson (West—in reply) [447]: It would
he possible to introduce a number of Bills in
this Chamber as we have done in the past,
and as I have no doubt will he done during
this session. I take it that Sir Ial Colebateh,
in bringing this matter forward, is actuated
by the faet that at this moment we find our-
selves with very little business hefore the
Ilouse. Generally speaking, the roverse is
the case, Lecanse this House, as a rule—I
think 1 am corveet in saving so—takes
longer over the Address-in-reply debate than
does another place. On this oceasion, how-
ever, menibers, in their desire to expedite
business—in which 1 was only too pleased io
assist—decided to finish the Address-in-reply
dehate without any delay. Consequently we
have had a period between the eompletion of
the Address-in-reply debate in this House
and its completion in another place. The
logislative programme of the Government
will be procceded with as early as possible,
and the measures now heing introduced in
another place will reach here with butl little
delay.

Hon. J. Corncll: They are not contentious.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They are
mostly non-contentious. T ean assure Sir
Hal, and any other member who considers
we would he cxpediting business by intro-
ducing Bills in this House, that if T can help
in that direction I shall be only too pleased
to do so. I appreeciate very much the way
in which members responded to my invita-
tion to them at the commencement of the
session to expedite the Address-in-reply de-
bate and not string it out over several weeks,
as we have done on previous oceasions, 1
hope members will also expedite the passage
of Bills as they come before us and not
delay them as we have done on so many oc-
casions in the past. A note will be made of
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the suggoestion of Sir Hal Colebateh; and if
it is possible for me to introduce some Bills
in this Chamber at an carly stage of the
session T shall do sa, At present, however, as
membhers arg aware, the Bills being intro-
doced in gnother plaee are Bills which per-
haps are peculiarly the prerogative of the
Ministers who are introduecing them.

Ilon. J. Nicholson: Many of them are pri-
vate Bills.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The private
Bills do not come into this debate. I have
nothing to do with them until they reach
this House. That is the position. I will
take the opportunity of introducing Bills
into this House, but that depends on the
nature of the Jegistation the Government has
for presentation to Parliament.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 4.51 p.m.
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The SPEAKFER took the Chair at 4.30
Pp-tn. and read prayers.

QUESTION--SUSTENANCE AND
RELIET,

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Em-
ployment: 1, What number of men, if any,
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are teday in reeeipt of sustenance allow-
ances? 2, What numher of men are today
on relief work? 3, What number of men
were on reliet work immediately preceding
the outbreak of war? 4, Of the number on
relief work today how many are on full-
time employment and what is their weekly
rate of pay? 5, What numbers of men are,
respectively, on other levels of remunera-
tion and what are the relevant weekly rates
of pay?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, 37. 2, 2,709. 3, 5,725 on reliel
work, 1,035 on sustenance work; total, 6,780.
4, 1,52G; woeekly rates of pay: Basic wage
applicable to district where employed, plus
marginal and other allowances, as prescribed
in Indnsirial Awards and Agreements for
the various elasses of work. 5, 916 married.
267 single. Rates same as in answer to ques-
tion 4, but period of employment based on
family obligations,

QUESTION—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY.
As to Rural Areas,

Mr. McLARTY asked the Minister fox
Ratlways: 1, Has the Minister made any
representations to the Federal Government
in regard te the proposal considered by the
Yedceral Ministers for Commeree and Labour
to extend clectricity supplies to rural areas
so as to overcome the farm lahour shortage,
as reported in the “West Australian” on the
5th June? 2, If so, what distriets in this
State were suggested as suitable for the
proposed exiensions? 3, Has the Govern-
ment received any further information from
the Tederal Government in regard to this
proposal, and if so, to what cffect?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. The report in the “Woest Aus-
tralian” on 5th June indieates that the mat-
ter was being considered and no proposals
have heen received from the Commonwealth
up to date. 32 and 3, answered by No. 1.

BILL—METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND DRAIN-
AGE ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.



